
STORIES IN NATURE IMAGES 
The Nature definition specifies that the “most important part of a Nature image is 
the nature story it tells. High technical standards are expected and the image must 
look natural”. 

To be of “high technical quality” the image should be correctly exposed, in focus, 
suitably sharp, have correct colour reproduction, and not suffer any major technical 
deficiencies such as excessive noise. 

When the subject of the Nature image is a living organism (particularly a zoological 
one rather than a botanical one), there are several obvious possibilities for telling a 
story. All creatures eat, reproduce, interact with others, and engage in typical 
activities (such as birds flying). Capturing such activities tells part of their life story 
and has the potential to produce more engaging images that those that simply 
record the characteristics of the creature.  

Here is one way of thinking about the story-telling potential of a Nature image: 

Here are some examples. Each image conveys a story, but in each pair of images 
the one on the right has a much stronger or more obvious story that the one on 
the left. 
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Another way of thinking of this is that the images on the right in these pairs contain 
more ‘nature information’ than the images on the left. 

(c)  Roy Killen  2018  Page 2



(c)  Roy Killen  2018  Page 3



(c)  Roy Killen  2018  Page 4



Capturing a strong nature story requires more than just being in the right place at 
the right time. It requires you to think about the possibilities and deliberately try to 
emphasise the story. 

This document was last updated on 1 January 2023. Please email me if you find 
any errors or wish to make any suggestions for improvement. 

Roy Killen 

Email: roykillen@mac.com 
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